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Foundations of Historical Scholarship 
HIST 5940 (Formerly known as “Historical Bibliography”) – Fall 2021 – Mon. 2:00-4:50 PM – Wooten 215 

 

Professor Michael D. Wise (he/him) 
Office: Wooten 259 

Email: michael.wise@unt.edu  
 
 

--- 
 

The historical discipline as we know it today is an institutional descendant of the 
American and European research universities that first began professionalizing their 
humanities faculties 150 years ago. At that time historians were carved out from the 
body of scholarly generalists to specialize on the studying the past. The legacies of those 
nineteenth- (and twentieth-) century origins run deep through our discipline and 
widely structure how professional historians produce knowledge about the past. For 
that reason alone, learning the traditions and expectations of historical scholarship is a 
necessary first step for meaningful engagement in professional discussions. That said, 
maintaining a critical self-awareness of those conventions and their limitations is also 
vital for moving historical scholarship forward. Historians were not (and are not) 
unaffected by the Eurocentric and patriarchal origins of the modern university. Just as 
other disciplines in the humanities and social sciences have had to confront their 
fraught relationships with colonialism, white supremacy, heteronormativity, ableism, 
and other inequalities, so too do historians need to consider how their research 
methods have produced and continue to reproduce certain structures of power. We 
need to consider as well how historians today are subjected ourselves to those forces as 
we conduct our research and writing. So—in the pedagogical spirit of “the best way to 
learn is by doing,” this class is organized as a training practicum in which each student 
will practice nuts-and-bolts disciplinary skills to gain confidence and self-awareness as 
an historical professional with a stake in future scholarly debates. 
 

--- 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The purpose of this course is to introduce and sharpen research and writing skills that 
are demanded of professionals in the historical discipline in the twenty-first century. 
After passing this course students will feel confident handling the following tasks: 
 

1) Critically reading and reviewing scholarly publications; 
 

2) Formulating a research question in conversation with current disciplinary (and 
interdisciplinary) literature; 
 

3) Designing, planning, and carrying out appropriate research methods; 
 

4) Writing your own original scholarship with a critical self-awareness in 
accordance with current disciplinary expectations. 
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A NOTE ON RECENT EVENTS: Over the last two years, we have experienced a 
global pandemic; the painful consequences of violence against Black lives; and a 
divisive election and unprecedented assault on democracy and the nation’s political 
institutions. These events have caused—and will continue to cause—fear, stress, anger, 
frustration, and pain for members of our communities. It is normal under these 
circumstances to feel overwhelmed and anxious and to have difficulty concentrating. I 
have designed our course with these challenges in mind and am committed to 
working with all of you to create a positive and supportive learning environment. 

 
 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1 (August 23, 2021) 
 
What is “Historical Scholarship?”: A Course Introduction 
 
 
 
Week 2 (August 30, 2021) 
 
Defining Your Interests and Curiosities 
 
Read:  Peter N. Stearns, “Why Study History?” (American Historical Association,  
  1998), available online. 
 
Assignment: 1. An “Annotated Bibliography of Work that you Like,” i.e., articles, books,  
   films, etc. 
  2. A list of professional organizations, journals, and regular conferences in 
   your field(s) of historical scholarship. 
 
Lecture: Fields of Study and Secondary Sources 
 
 
Week 3 (NO CLASS – Labor Day) 
 
 
Week 4 (September 13, 2021) 
 
Identifying (and Reading) Secondary Sources 
 
Read:  Find and read a “state of the field” essay (preferably in your field) and  
   bring the essay and your notes to class. 
 
Assignment: 3. A preliminary “state of the field” bibliography of at least twenty articles 
   and books in your field. 
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Lecture: Writing a Scholarly Book Review  
 
 
Week 5 (September 20, 2021) 
 
Articulating a Research Topic 
 
Read:  Select and read an AHA award-winning book published since 2000. 
 
Assignment: 4. Write a 750-word scholarly book review of the above book. 
 
Lecture: Transforming Your Ideas into a Search for Primary Sources  
 
 
Week 6 (September 27, 2021) 
 
Locating Primary Sources 
 
Read:  Find (and read) a bibliography or other list of primary sources in your  
   field. 
 
Assignment: 5. Primary Source Bibliography on your research topic with at least ten  
   sources. 
 
Lecture: Using Primary Sources as the Building Blocks of a Research Paper 
 
 
Week 7 (October 4, 2021) 
 
Writing a Paper Prospectus 
 
Read:   Sample paper prospectuses here. 
 
Assignment: 6. Write three possible titles for a seminar paper you want to write in the 
    future. 
 
Lecture: Getting Started on a Research Paper 
 
 
Week 8 (October 11, 2021) 
 
Working with Published Primary Sources 
 
Read:  Find and read at least one published primary source related to your   
   proposed research paper. 
 



 4 

Assignment: 7. Write a 750-word Primary Source Analysis of the above document using  
   my template (optional). 
 
Lecture: Navigating the Institutional Structures of Archival Research 
 
 
 
Week 9 (October 18, 2021) 
 
Working with Manuscript Sources 
 
(Meet at UNT Special Collections – Willis Library, Fourth Floor.) 
Read:  Lisa Mastrangelo and Barbara L’Eplattenier, “Stumbling in the Archives:  
  A Tale of Two Novices,” in Beyond the Archives: Research as a Lived  
  Process (Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2008): 161-170. 
 
Assignment: 8. Identify a graduate student research/travel grant at an archive you want 
   to visit, and write up a preliminary budget (airfare, hotel, etc.). 
 
Tour:  UNT Special Collections with archivists Julie Judkins and Meagan May 
 
 
 
Week 10 (October 25, 2021) 
 
Working with Sources Beyond Text 
 
(Meet at the Texas Fashion Collection – one block northeast of Wooten, 405 S. Welch St.) 
 
Read:  Select and read one of the field specific handbooks from my suggested list. 
 
Assignment: 9. Identify one non-textual primary source related to your proposed  
   research project and write 500 words describing any historical  
   questions or insights it provokes. 
 
Tour:  Texas Fashion Collection with director and historian Annette Becker 
 
 
Week 11 (November 1, 2021) 
 
Engaging in Scholarly Conversations 
 
Read:  Eric Hayot, “Academic Writing, I Love You. Really, I do.” Critical Inquiry  
   41, no. 1 (2014): 53-77. 
 
Assignment: 10. Write a draft of the lit review section of your prospectus. 
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Lecture: Finding Your Voice as a Scholarly Writer 
 
 
Week 12 (November 8, 2021) 
 
Organizing and Outlining a First Draft of a Seminar Paper 
 
Read:  William Kelleher Storey, “Get Writing! Get Organized!” in Writing   
  History: A Guide for Students, Sixth Edition (New York: Oxford University  
  Press, 2021 [1996]): 82-101. 
 
Assignment: 11. Write a draft of your prospectus introduction. 
 
Lecture: Strategies for Outlining a Seminar Paper 
 
 
 
Week 13 (November 15, 2021) 
 
Citing, Quoting, and Embedding Sources 
 
Read:  Umberto Eco, How to Write a Thesis, trans. By Caterina Mongiat Farina  
  and Geoff Farina (Cambridge, M.A.: The MIT Press, 2015): 156-164; and 167- 
  184. 
 
  Storey, “Writing History Faithfully,” in Writing History, 43-63. 
 
Assignment: 12. Complete the citation exercise on the last page of the Storey excerpt. 
 
Lecture: Properly Embedding Quotations, Paraphrases, and Summaries 
 
 
 
Week 14 (November 22, 2021) 
 
The Politics of Diction 
 
Read:  Storey, “Choosing Precise Words,” in 118-129. 
 
Assignment: 13. Bring a draft of your prospectus for an in-class workshop. 
 
 
Week 15 (November 29, 2021) 
 
Historical Writing Roundtable 
 
Faculty guests TBD. 
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Assignment: Deadline for all assignment revisions or “make-up” work 
 
 
 
Finals Week (December 6, 2021) 
 
Assignment: Seminar Paper Prospectus due 
 
 
 

 
 
Course Policies 
 
Grading criteria 
 
 Weekly Assignments (13 at 5% each): 65% 
 Final Seminar Paper Prospectus:  35% 
 
     TOTAL: 100% 
 

A > 90%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; F < 60% 
 
Office hours and instructor availability 
 
GENERAL OFFICE HOURS (11 AM to 1 PM on Mondays, and by appointment) 
I am available to meet in person or over Zoom. Currently, though, I serve as the 
Department of History’s Director of Graduate Studies as well as the faculty director of 
the UNT College of Liberal Arts and Social Science’s Food Studies Certificate Program. 
Given the high volume of graduate and undergraduate students with whom I meet, I 
recommend scheduling an appointment with me by clicking here and using this google 
doc. If you need to schedule an appointment outside of these hours, then please send me 
an email and we can make arrangements. 
 
EMAIL (MICHAEL.WISE@UNT.EDU) 
Unless there is an emergency, the best way to reach me is by email. Please note that 
usually I will see (and read) your email before I have a chance to write a thoughtful 
response. Generally, I respond to emails within 48 hours. I do receive (and respond) to a 
high volume of emails, sometimes in excess of 100 per day, so if you’ve waited longer 
than 48 hours to hear back from me, then please feel free to send me another email 
reminder because it is possible I lost your message in my inbox! 
 



 7 

PHONE/TEXT (406) 581-2231 
I am happy to conduct business over the phone rather than Zoom, if you prefer. If you 
have an emergency question that needs answered, you can send me a text message. 
Please do not share this number without my permission. 
 
 
Course conduct 
 
History necessarily involves the study of how systems of power have evolved over time, 
as well as how those forces continue to exert their power in the present. I urge every 
student in this class to be attentive and self-reflective about behaviors and comments 
that have been identified as racist, antisemitic, homophobic, transphobic, ableist, et 
cetera. As your professor, this self-reflection applies to me as well. We are all in the 
process of learning and unlearning the logics that structure our society and our modes 
of communication. No one is perfect. What I ask is that all of us strive to be mindful and 
thoughtful in our interactions in this course. 
 
 
Preferred name 
 
If your preferred name is not the same as the name that appears on the class roster 
provided to me by UNT, please let me know so that I can use your preferred name. 
 
 
Accessibility 
 
I am committed to accessibility. If you need certain accommodations, please notify me 
(Professor Wise) as soon as possible. You can email me at michael.wise@unt.edu. 
 
 
Caregiver responsibilities 
 
Many graduate students balance the pursuit of their education with the responsibilities 
of caring for children or for other family or community members. If you run into 
challenges that require you to miss class, or if your caregiving responsibilities interfere 
with your ability to meet a deadline, please contact me and we can discuss ways I can 
try to support your learning with more flexibility. 
 
 
Land acknowledgement 
 
Acknowledging the land is an Indigenous protocol, and I wish to note that the 
University of North Texas is located on the unceded territory of the Wichita and Caddo 
Affiliated Tribes. It is important to study the complex processes that have brought us all 
to reside on this land and to seek to better understand our own places within these 
histories. 
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Attendance 
 
Students are expected to attend class meetings. Please inform me if you are unable to 
attend class meetings because you are ill. In mindfulness of the health and safety of 
everyone in our community, if you are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html) please 
seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center (940-565-2333 or 
askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider PRIOR to coming to campus. UNT also 
requires you to contact the UNT COVID Team at COVID@unt.edu for guidance on 
actions to take due to symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. 
 
 
Face coverings 
 
UNT encourages everyone to wear a face covering when indoors, regardless of 
vaccination status, to protect yourself and others from COVID infection, as 
recommended by current CDC guidelines. Face covering guidelines could change based 
on community health conditions. 
 
 
Course materials for remote instruction 
 
Remote instruction may be necessary if community health conditions change or if 
anyone needs to self-isolate or quarantine due to COVID-19. Students will need access to 
a webcam and microphone to participate in fully remote portions of the class.  
Information on how to be successful in a remote learning environment can be found at 
https://online.unt.edu/learn 


